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In our modern times, the word Martyr can conjure 
up images of people loaded with explosives, willing 
to blow themselves up and all those around them, 
all in the name of religion. But during the reign of 
Queen Mary I, three hundred Protestants were 
made martyrs, by being burnt at the stake, just 
because they would not renounce their beliefs and 
turn fully to the Roman Catholic faith. If being 
burnt alive wasn’t bad enough, these poor 
individuals were imprisoned in the most appalling 
conditions imaginable for weeks on end before 
their public execution. It didn’t even matter what 
walk of life you came from either, as common 
people, bishops, even women were subjected to 
the same fate. 
Two of these poor individuals were affluent members of the Mancetter 
community that would later become known as the “Mancetter Martyrs”. 
Ironically the first of these two people was bought to the attention of the 
authorities not by his own actions, but by those of his brother. 

 

                                      Robert Glover 
 

In 1553, John Glover had on the surface, 
a privileged lifestyle, living with his two 
brothers, Thomas and Robert and their 
families, in the manor house at 
Mancetter. They owned a lot of money, 
lands and many worldly goods, but John 
had no interest in any of it. He even 
passed nearly all of his responsibilities 
onto his most trusted servants. Instead 
John spent his time in quiet prayer and 

contemplation, giving his life “to the service of God” as he said, behaviour that 
was deemed inappropriate for someone of his status. To make matters even 
worse, John boycotted all social functions he was expected to attend. As time 
passed, he began to publicly question certain aspects of the Catholic faith, 
asking questions like; “why was the Pope made head of the Christian faith 
instead of Jesus Christ?” and “why was there so much emphasis placed on the 
celebration of the mass, when this ritual was not mentioned in the Bible?”. He 



  

 

would also question the authority of those people who enforced the rules of 
the Catholic faith. 
It didn’t take long for John’s ministry to reach the ears of the Bishop of 
Coventry and Lichfield, Dr Baines, who sent out orders to the Mayor that John 
Glover and his two brothers be arrested immediately. Thankfully, for the 
Glover family, the Mayor had a lot of respect for them, and warned them, at 
great risk to himself, that the local sheriff, Richard Hopkins, was coming to 
arrest them, leaving John with a terrible decision to make. 
When the Glovers heard that they were about to be arrested, they knew what 
fate was awaiting them, so they knew they had to escape. But Robert was 
terribly ill in bed and was unable to get up. Reluctantly, Thomas and John used 
a secret passage that was in one of the upstairs rooms, to escape into the 
nearby wood, leaving their brother Robert behind, just as the Sheriff’s men 
entered the ground floor of the building. When they found Robert so ill in bed, 
Sheriff Hopkins took pity on him and contemplated letting him go, after all it 
was John who was the one openly speaking out against the church. Not 
wanting to incur the wrath of the Bishop, Hopkins men convinced him to keep 
Robert in custody until the Bishop arrived. Unfortunately, Dr Baines wasn’t 
sympathetic to Robert’s condition, and sent him on the arduous trip to 
Lichfield. 
Regardless of his obvious ill health, Robert was put in a small, damp cell, with 
straw on the floor and didn’t even contain a bed. He was kept in this squalid 
place for around ten days before he was officially charged of any crime. Robert 
might not have been as outspoken as John, but his resolve was just as strong, 
plus he had one major advantage over his brother. 
Several years before his arrest, Robert had attended Cambridge University, 
where he obtained a BA. During his time there he had been an active member 
in some of the debating societies and proved to be a formidable opponent for 
Dr Baines and his Chancellor. On 
numerous occasions, he was bought 
before the court and ordered to 
explain his brother’s actions and to 
distance himself from his brother’s 
views. Instead, Robert defended 
himself vigorously, backing up all his 
opinions and comments with quotes 
from the Bible, as well as refusing to 
acknowledge the authority of the 
court. To try and break Robert’s 
spirit, Dr Baines stopped anyone from visiting Robert, including his wife and 



  

 

children. The only person that was allowed to see him was Augustine Bernher, 
who was clerk and servant to the Bishop of Worcester. Bernher attended many 
of the martyrs during the Marian Persecutions and became an unofficial 
overseer to the widows and fatherless children. In a letter sent to his wife, 
Robert told her to be guided by Bernher, who he called “an angel of God”. 
After many appearances in court, Robert was at last branded a heretic and was 
sentenced to be executed. 
Unsurprisingly, in the last few days of his life, Robert’s faith began to wane. It 
would certainly save his life if he renounced his brother’s views and begged the 
court for mercy. He even wondered if God, who he had put so much faith in 
had abandoned him. Again, Bernher was there to support Robert both 
spiritually and physically, until he was eventually transferred to Coventry, 
where his sentence was to be carried out. 

With his head bowed down, he was 
marched towards the stake in front of a 
large crowd. As he was being tied into 
position, he lifted his head, where a large 
smile had spread across his face, and in a 
loud voice he declared. 
“He has come, he has come! The noble 
army of martyrs praise thee! 
Thou art the King of glory O Christ” 
With that, Robert became known as the 
first of the Mancetter Martyrs. 
It is unclear what happened to Thomas, 
but John didn’t escape the authorities 
forever. In the last few years of the reign 
of Queen Mary, a new search for John was 
launched, where he was discovered in 

Somerset. As before, John managed to escape and hide in a nearby wood 
before the authorities could arrest him. For three days he hid there before he 
became ill, with possible pneumonia and soon died. Because he had been 
branded a heretic, he was buried in the local churchyard without a vicar being 
present, a terrible fate for a Christian in those days. However, Dr Draycott, the 
Chancellor of the Diocese felt this didn’t go far enough, and demanded that 
John’s body be exhumed immediately and thrown into the road. The vicar of 
the parish objected to this course of action on the grounds of John being 
buried around six weeks ago and would cause “considerable distress” to 
passers-by. Dr Draycott reconsidered his request, providing the vicar perform a 
special liturgy for heretics, evicting John’s spirit from heaven, then after twelve 



  

 

months, John’s bones be exhumed and thrown into the road. After this, the 
ground where John was buried was to be re-blessed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

                                      Joyce Lewis 
 

The second of the Mancetter Martyrs 
was called Joyce Lewis, who also 
happened to live in the Manor estate, 
but unlike John Glover, Joyce enjoyed 
the lifestyle her position offered. 
Although she had a lot of contact with 
the Glover family, she didn’t share their 
Protestant views and attended mass 
regularly. All this changed when she 
heard a speech by Lawrence Saunders, a 
well-educated preacher that was causing 

quite a stir in the local community, before he himself was made a martyr in 
1555. He talked about the “errors of the popish religion” and whether it was 
right to “torture and kill people in the name of Christ”. 
The seeds of doubt had been placed in Joyce’s mind, and so started to listen to 
more of Lawrence’s views. As time passed, she even started to talk to John 
Glover about his views because they were so close to those of Lawrence’s. The 
more keenly she listened, the more she questioned her own faith in the 
Catholic Church, and decided to change the “sinful way” she was living her life. 
She became so sure of her new found faith that her husband, Thomas, had to 
force her to church on a Sunday morning. Until one Sunday, when it came to 
the part of the service where members of the congregation are blessed with 
holy water, Joyce, couldn’t hide her feelings any longer, and she turned her 
back on the priest, making it clear she wanted no further part in the service. 
Not only did this send shock waves through the congregation, but the Bishop 
also heard of Joyce’s actions. Wanting to know the reason for this outrageous 
behaviour, the Bishop sent a summons to the Lewis household demanding that 
she appear before him and to explain her actions. When the Bishop’s officer 
arrived at Joyce’s home to deliver the summons, a heated argument erupted 
between the officer and Joyce’s husband because he refused to accept the 
summons. This argument culminated with Thomas drawing a knife and holding 
it to the officer’s breast. As a way of reply to the Bishop’s request, he then 
forced the officer to eat the summons and to ensure that he swallowed it, was 
made to drink a large cup of water, before dismissing him empty handed. 
Furious at having his authority so blatantly ignored, the Bishop had both 
Thomas and Joyce bought before him immediately. Thomas apologised to the 
Bishop unreservedly, but Joyce however, was not so forthcoming; instead, she 
refused to admit she had done anything wrong in the eyes of God. Because of 



  

 

her status, the Bishop instructed Joyce to go home and reconsider her views 
for a month; then she could return and beg the Bishop for mercy. To ensure 
her co-operation, a hefty bond of £100 was levied on her return. 
After arriving back at the Manor, John Glover begged them to forego the 
money and leave Mancetter, and to start a new life somewhere away from the 
prying eyes of the Bishop. It isn’t known if Thomas thought his wife would 
change her mind, or £100 was too much money to lose, but after the month 
had passed, Thomas took his wife back before the Bishop. Despite all her 
husband’s pleading, she still refused to change her mind and apologise. 
Because of this, she was sent to a women’s prison that was even worse than 
the one Robert was incarcerated in. it was reported at the time, that the smell 
from the prison was so bad, that the lady that attended Joyce on her journey 
actually fainted. 
While she was in prison, she was given many chances to apologise for her 
actions and return back to the Catholic faith. But she always refused, insisting 
that her faith in God was not in question. She objected to the laws that were 
forced on her by the church, claiming “they were not necessary for the Glory of 
God”. During her last 
confrontation with the Bishop, 
she branded his words “ungodly 
and wicked”. These words were 
to seal her fate, for soon after; 
she was branded a heretic and 
regardless of her station in life, 
was sentenced to be executed in 
Lichfield. 
For the whole twelve months 
she was kept in prison after her sentence, she kept a happy demeanour, even 
lending support to the other prisoners, despite the terrible conditions she was 
being kept in, far removed from the luxury she was used to at home. Even her 
friends that came to visit all said how happy she seemed. Whilst Joyce was in 
prison, she became acquainted with Augustine Bernher, whom she wrote 
many fond letters about, reinforcing his status as “friend to the martyrs”. 
On the night before her execution, she discussed with her friends how best her 
death may glorify God, without any hint of fear for her personnel safety. 
As a final service to her, the Sheriff sent two priests to hear her final 
confession, but when they arrived she dismissed them with a smile, telling 
them that she had already made her confession to Christ her Saviour. 
It was around three o’clock in the morning when, like Robert Glover, her faith 
began to stumble, she began wondering whether eternal life was waiting for 



  

 

her after the terrible ordeal she was about 
to endure. Her fears were abated by those 
that were with her that night, by quoting 
Scripture and reminding her of the 
examples of the Saints that had also been 
martyred centuries ago. Soon her faith 
had been restored and Joyce was more 
determined than ever to do what was 
necessary to glorify God. 
As she was being tied to the stake, she 
raised her hands to the sky and smiled 
and she stayed like this all the time the 
flames climbed around her. Unknown to 
the authorities of that time, some official 
who was sympathetic to Joyce’s position 

had managed to stack extra fuel on the pyre, this would help the flames burn 
hotter, therefore ending Joyce’s torment quicker, making her the second of the 
Mancetter Martyrs. 
To preserve the memory of these two brave individuals, tablets were erected 
in the back of Mancetter Church in 1883, just below the pipes of the organ. 
Also there are two pictures of Robert and Joyce on the wall next to the main 
entrance, depicting their martyrdom. So next time you are in the church, why 
not take a few minutes to remember two brave residents that were willing to 
die for what they believed in. 
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